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OFFICE OF THE COVERNOR

Series of 2O2l

crRcurAR No.lla

Subject: Amendments to the Regulations on Securities Custodianship and
Secu rities Registry Operations

The Monetary Board, in its Resolution No. 646 dated 27 May 2021,
approved the amendments to the regulations governing securities
custodianship and securities registry operations under the Manual of
Flegulations for Banks (MORB) and the Manual of Regulations for Non-Bank
Financial Institutions (MORNBFI) to streamline the requirements for securities
custodians and securities registry.

The amendments are in line with the commitments of the Bangko
Sentral to contribute to the deepening of the domestic capital market.

Section l. The authorities to conduct securities custodianship and
securities registry operations shall be classified as Type C license. Section lll of
the MORB and Section lll-QIOI-N of the MORNBF|shall be amended to read as
follows:

III LICENSING

xxx

Type of license of permissible activitiesr. The type of license attached to
permissible activities of the Bangko Sentral - supervised financial institutions
{BSFls) shall be as follows:

Type of
License

Permissible Activity Related
Sections

A XXX XXX

B xxx XXX

c
XXX xxx
Amendment of the Plan Flules of UITF Sec.4l4 (Plan

F?ules)
Securities Custodianship Operations
Secu rities Reqistrv Operations

Sec.63l
Sec.63l
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rApplications filed with the Bangko Sentralxxx



xxx.

til-Q/not-N LlcENslNG

xxx

Type of License of Permissible Activitiest. The type of license attac hed to
permissible activities of Bangko Sentral - supervised financial institutions
(BSFls) shall be as follows:

Type of
License

Permissible Activity Related Sections

A xxx xxx

B xxx xxx

c
xxx xxx

Amendment of the Plan Rules of UITF Sec. 414-Q (Plan
rules)

Secu rities Custod ianshi p Operations

Securities Registry Operations

Sec.63t-Q/Sec.
1002-N

Sec.63l-Qy'Sec.
loo2-N

xxx

Section 2. The provisions of Section 43U431-Q of the MORB/MORNBFI will
be transferred to Section 631163'l-Q of the MORB/MORNBFI under new ltem D.

General Provisions of Part Vl. Treasury and Money Market Operations. The said
provisions including Section IOO2-N of the MORNBFI are hereby amended to
read, as follows:

elr/ell-Q and fiOO2-N SECURITIES CUSTODIANSHIP AND SECURITIES
REGISTRY OPERATIONS

Policy Statementxxx

Definition of Terms.The following definitions shall apply:

a. Securities custodian is a financial institution accredited by the Bangko
Sentral that is designated by investor to perform the functions of
safekeeping, holding title to the securities in a nominee capacity,
reports rend ition, mark'to-ma rket va I uation, col lection a nd payment of
dividends, interest earnings or proceeds from the
sa le/redem ption/matu rity of secu rities held under custod ia nsh i p, and,J

Page 2 ofl3



representation of the client in corporate actions. lt may also perform
the value-added service as a securities lending agent, subject to the
conditions specified under this Section.

Securities registry is a financial institution duly authorized by the
Bangko Sentral and the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)

that is designated or appointed by an issuer of securities to maintain
the securities registry book either in electronic or in printed form. lt
records the initial issuance of the securities and subsequent transfers
of ownership and issues registry confirmations to the buyers/holders.

Self-managed custodianship arrangement refers to an arrangement
where securities sold to or managed on behalf of a BSFI's clients are
maintained under a BSFI's own unit performing securities custodian
services.

Central securities depository (CSD) is an entity duly-authorized by the
SEC that provides secu rities accou nts, centra I safekeepi ng services, and
asset services, which may include the administration of corporate
actions and redemptions, and helps ensure the integrity of securities
issues.

International Central Securities Depository (ICSD) refers to a central
securities depository (CSD) such as Clearstream and Euroclear, where
foreign currency denominated Philippine securities, such as the
Republic of the Philippines and US dollardenominated bonds, are held
under custody. Dealers and banks in the Philippines usually maintain
accounts with the ICSDs that will facilitate settlement and safekeeping
of the covered securities under this regulation.

f. Omnibus securities custodianship accounf is an account structure
where securities or collateral belonging to some or all customers of a
securities custodian is commingled and held in a single account that is
segregated from the account that holds the assets of the BSFI acting as
custodian. The ultimate ownership of all the assets in the account is
maintained by the custodian in its books of records.

Applicability of this regulation This regulation shall govern securities
custodianship and securities registry operations of banks, quasi-banks (QBs)

and non-bank financial institutions (NBFls) under Bangko Sentral supervision.
It shall cover all their transactions in securities as defined in Section 3 of the
Securities Regulation Code (SRC), whether exempt or required to be registered
with the SEC, that are sold, borrowed, purchased, fraded, held under custody or
otherwise transacted in the Philippines where at least one (l) of the parties is a
bank, QB or an NBFI under Bangko Sentral superuision. xxx ,3

Page 3 of13

b.

d.



Application forauthori$n A bank/QB and NBFI applying for authority to
engage in securities custodianship and/or securities registry operations shall
submit the following documents to the appropriate supervising department of
the Bangko Sentral:

a. Notification letter signed by the president or officer of equivalent rank
that the BSFI will engage in securities custodianship operations. For
this purpose, the notification letter shall describe the unit that will
handle the securities custodianship operations and how the BSFI
complies with ltem b of the prequalification requirements;

b. Corporate secreta4/s certificate on the approval of the board of
directors (or equivalent management committee in the case of foreign
bank branches) to engage in securities custodianship operations; ond

c. Certification signed by the president or officer of equivalent rank and
the chief compliance officer (CCO) certiffing that the institution has
complied with all the:
(l) prudential criteria prescribed under Section lllnll-QnOl-N; and
(21 pre-qualification requirements for a securities custodian and

securities registry under this Section.

The Bangko Sentral reserves the right to issue a notice of objection, within
3O calendar days from receipt of the notification letter and other required
documents from the bank/QB and NBFI, to the application for authority to
engage in securities custodianship operations and/or securities registry
operations. In this regard, the bank/QB or NBFI that did not receive any notice
of objection from the Bangko Sentral within the said 3O-day period may
proceed with the securities custodianship and/or securities registry operations.

Pre'gualifrcation reguirements for a securities custodian/registry.

a. The securities custodian/registry must be a universaUcommercial
bank (U/KB), an investment house with quasi-banking authority
(IHQBI or a non-bank financial institution (NBFI) under the Bangko
Sentral supervision with a trust authority, or a stand-alone trust
corporation. A U/Xe or an IHQB may propose to offer securities
custodianship services either through the banklnvestment house (lH)
proper or its trust department;

b. The securities custodianship operations shall be conducted in a unit
that is separate from the securities underwriting, dealing, or brokering
operations of the BSFh

c. The securities custodian must have adequate information technology
(lT) infrastructure to ensure
client assets:
(l) xxx; and

the protection, safety and integrity of

.9
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d.

(2') lt must also have an updated, comprehensive and secured lT
security system network and telecommunication facilities that
will:
(a) xxx;
tb) xXX; dnd
{c} xxx

At the minimum, it maintains the following documents/information
which shall be made available upon request by the appropriate
supervising department of the Bangko Sentral:
tl ) relevant standard custody/registry agreement and other

documents. In the case of self-managed securities custodianship
arrangements, these shall include the written consent of the
owner of securities to said arrangement;

(21 policies, procedures, and organizational structure related to the
custody/registry business; a nd

t3) transaction records
It shall be headed by a qualified person with at least two (2) years of
experience in treasury, trust, or custody/registry operations;
Its system can interface with the: (l) clearing and settlement system of
any recognized exchange in the country that settles securities
transactions on a Delivery-versus-Payment (DvP) basis, and (2) with a
payment system that facilitates real time gross settlement of
securities transactions; oDd
A securities custodian which offers the value-added seruice of lending
securities that are sold, offered for sale or distributed within the
Philippines, must be a duly-licensed lending agent registered with the
sEc.

Functions and responsibilities of a secu rities custodian, xxx:

Safekeeps the securities of the client;
xxx
Executes purchase, sale, and other related instructions;
Conducts at least a monthly reconciliation for securities custodians
and an end-of-day reconciliation in the case of self-managed
securities custodians to ensure that all securities custodianship
positions are properly recorded and accounted for;
XXX

xxx
xxx
xxx
xxx
In addition to the above basic functions, it may perform the value-
added service as a securities lending agent: Provided, That it complies
with the ltem "(g)" of the prequalification requirements for a securities

d.riK
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custodian/registry under this Section : Provided, further That the
securities custodian complies with the SEC regulations governing
securities lending transactions and with the guidelines of the
organized market in which the deal is transacted; Provided finally,
That the service shall be covered by a Securities Lending
Authorization Agreement (SLAA) which shall be attached to the
custody contract.

Functions and responsibillties ofa s*urtfies rqtistry,

xxx

Protection ofsecurities of the customer. xxx:

Full disclosure to clients. Selling or dealing banks or other BSFIs
authorized to transact in securities with clients shall inform their
clients of the arrangements for the custody of their securities. The
selling or dealing bank or BSFI must inform their clients that the
choice of securities custodian or CSD is the sole prerogative of the
securities purchaser or investor. lt shall also provide the complete list
of all Bangko Sentral- accredited custodians or SEC- authorized
central securities depositories to its clients. The transacting bank or
BSFI may, however, indicate to their clients their preferred
arrangements.

The securities custodian shallensure that its clients are informed of
the relevant laws and regulations that are applicable to the securities
custodianship arrangement as well as the client's rights over the
securities held in custody by the bank/QB/NBFl.

Accounting and recording for securities. Custodians must employ
accounting and safekeeping procedures that fully protect customer
securities. xxx.

The securities account in the registry shall be recorded at the
nominal amount of Phpl.OO. Such securities account shall reflect the
name and relevant customer information of the individual clients.

For securities held at CSDs/CSDs on behalf of clients, the account
in the CSD/CSD shall reflect the name and relevant customer
information of individual clients to the extent practicable. An
omnibus account for clients that is segregated from that of the
custodian's proprietary assets, shall be allowed provided that the
name and relevant customer information of the individual clients are

b.
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d.

reflected in the records of the custodian that maintains the account in
the CSD/CSD.

Documentation. The appropriate documentation for securities
custodianship shall be made and it shall clearly define, among others,
the authorit5/, role, responsibilities, fees and provision for succession in
the event the securities custodian can no longer discharge its
functions. lt shall be accepted in writing by the counterparties.

The governing securities custodianship agreement shall be pre-
numbered and this number shall be referred to in all amendments
and supplements thereto. The securities custodianship agreement
shall contain at the minimum the; (a) rights and obligations of the
parties; b) fees for the services offered by the custodian/depository;
and c) scope and term/period of the Agreement.

The securities purchasers/owners may, designate/appoint a
representative or agent for the purpose of opening of the
custodianship/securities deposit account and the execution of trade
transactions (i.e., buying and selling instructions including relaying of
instructions to the custodian/CSD to receive or deliver securities in
order to consummate the buy/sell transactions).

ln addition, a BSFI offering self-managed securities custodianship
arrangement shall: (i) secure a written consent from the client
designating the BSFI as the custodian for securities bought; (ii) tag the
securities as non-tradeable unless with prior consent of the clients;
and (iii) subject the arrangement to periodic review or audit by a third
party.

Confirmation of custody.The securities custodian xxx,'
0) Owner of securities;
(21 lssuer;
(3) Securities type and type of transactions (free deliverffree receipt,

receive vs. payment/deliver vs. paymenth
(4) ldentification or serial numbers;
(5) Quantity;
(6) Face Value;
(7) Settlement Amount;
(8) Trade Date;
(9) Counterparty; and
(lO) Other information, which may be requested by the parties.

Periodic reporting. The client statements of accounts (SOA) shall be
prepared either in print or electronic form on a quarterly basis. In tbe4
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case of self-managed securities custodians, it shall be prepared at least
on a monthly basis. The SOA shall also be prepared at such interval as
the owner of securities will require provided that it shall not be less
frequent than the quarterly or monthly reporting requirement. The
SOA shall be delivered to the registered owner's home/email address
on record. Said statement shall present detailed information such as,
but not limited to, inventory of securities of the client held under
custody, outstanding, and market values.

lndependence of the securities custdian and securities registry.A BSFI
authorized to offer securities custodianship/securities registry seruices are
prohibited from performing the said services for its own securities issued. A
BSFI performing custodianship/securities registry services for a related party
shall ensure that appropriate safeguards and controls as provided under
Section 136 on related party transactions shall be instituted to prevent conflict
of interest on the said arrangement.

National Rqtistry of *ripless Securitles of the Bureau of the Treasury.
The National Registry of Scripless Securities (NRoSS), operated by the Bureau of
the Treasury which is acting as a registry for government securities is deemed
to be automatically accredited for purposes of this Section and is likewise
exempted from the independence requirement under this Section
(lndependence of the securities custodian and securities registry). Securities
registered under the NRoSS shall be delivered in accordance with the
guidef ines set forth tn Appendix 67 of the MORB and Appendix Q-38 of the
MORNBFI,

Confidentialigr. xxx

Compliance with Anti- Money Laundering laws/regulations.
Compliance with the requirements on Republic Act (R.A) No.916O, otherwise
known as the 'Anti-Money Laundering (AML) Act of 2OO1', as amended, by
Bangko Sentral -accredited securities custodians/securities registries or SEC-
authorized central securities depositories shall be governed by AML rules and
regulations issued by their superuising authorities, such as the Bangko Sentral
or the SEC.

For purposes of cornpliance with the customer identification, record
keeping, and reporting of covered and suspicious transactions, a Bangko
Sentral - accredited custodian may rely on referral by the seller issuer of
securities: Provided, That it maintains a record of such referral together with the
minimum identification, information/documents required under the law and
its implementing rules and regulations; Provided, further, That, the ultimate

4
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responsibility for customer due diligence (CDD) and record-keeping remains
with such Bangko Sentral-accredited securities custodian.

xxx

Additionally, a Bangko Sentral-accredited securities custodian/securities
registry or SEC-authorized central securities depository may rely on the
customer identification process undertaken by a third party pursuant to
existing AML rules and regulations. Notwithstanding the above, the custodian,
registry or CSD is not precluded from conducting its own Know-Your-Customer
(KYC) activities and maintaining direct holding of the KYC
informationldocu ments of its clients.

Basic Securitlr Deposit xxx.

Requird Peports. xxx

Superuisory enforcement actlon. Consistent with Section OO2/OO2-
Q/OOI-N, the Bangko Sentral reserves the right to deploy a range of supervisory
tools to ensure compliance with the requirements set forth in these guidelines.
Non-compliance with, and any other violations of these guidelines shall
constitute reasonable grounds for the Bangko Sentral to deploy its
enforcement tools, including but not limited to, citing a BSFI for conducting
business in an unsafe or unsound manner should its activities result in
abnormal risk to the institution. A BSFI may likewise be directed to refrain from
engaging in or be suspended from securities custodianship and/or securities
registry operations if there are serious supervisory issues. Sanctions may be
imposed on the BSFI and responsible persons, including monetary sanctions
against the BSFI and/or erring directors, officers, and employees under Section
To2n1o2-Q/8O6-N.

Section 3. The provisions of Section 242/2Ot-Q of MORB/MORNBFI on
Delivery of Securities are hereby amended to read, as follows:

242r2AV Q DEPOSTT SUBSTTTUTE TNSTRUMENTS

XXX

Delivery of S*urities.

a. Securities, warehouse receipts, quedans and other docum
which are the subject of quasi-banking functions, such as
agreements, shall be delivered to a Bangko Sentral
securities custodian or an SEC - authorized central
depository in accordance with the following guidelines:

ents of title
repurchase
accredited

securities

,9
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(l) The securities shall be delivered by the seller directly to the
purchaser or to the purchaser's designated BSP-accredited
securities custodian or SEC-authorized central securities
depository.

(21 lf the securities sold are certificated, delivery shall be effected
physically to the purchaser, or to the purchaser's designated
Bangko Sentral-accredited custodian. The certificate must be
transferred to and registered under the name of the purchaser
and properly recorded in the registry book.

The securities custodian shall hold the securities in the name of the
borrowerAeller, but shall keep said securities segregated from the
proprietary securities account of the borrowerAeller if the
borrowerfteller has an existing securities account with the securities
custodian: Provided,That a bank authorized by the Bangko Sentral to
perform securities custodianship function rnay not be allowed to be
the custodian of securities issued or owned by said bank or of
securities in bearer form.

xxx.

b. The guidelines on the delivery of government securities to the
investor's principal securities account with the National Registry of
Scripless Securities (NRoSS) are in Appendix 67lQ-38.

Section 4. The provisions of Section 245nOt-Q and zOl-N of
MORB/MORNBFI on Delivery of Securities are hereby amended to read, as
follows:

245fiOt-Q and 2OI- N WITHOUT RECOURSE TRANSACTIONS

xxx
Delivery of Securities.

a. Securities sold on a without recourse basis under this Section shall be
delivered to a Bangko Sentral -accredited securities custodian or an
SEC-authorized central securities depository in accordance with the
following guidelines:

(l) The securities shall be delivered by the seller directly to the
purchaser or to the purchaser's designated BSP-accredited
securities custodian or SEC-authorized central securities
depository.

,&
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(21 lf the securities sold are certificated, delivery shall be effected
physically to the purchaser, or to the purchaser's designated
Bangko Sentral-accredited custodian. The certificate must be
transferred to and registered under the name of the purchaser
and properly recorded in the registry book.

The securities custodian shall hold the securities in the name of
the buyer: Provided,That a bank authorized by the Bangko Sentral to
perform securities custodianship function or a SEC-authorized
central securities depository may not be allowed to be securities
custodianldepository of securities issued by said securities custodian
or central securities depository or of securities in bearer form.

b. The guidelines on the delivery of government securities to the
investor's principal securities account with the National Registry of
Scripless Securities (NRoSS) are in Appendix 67lQ-38.

Section 5. Appendix 66lQ-37 of MORB/MORNBFI is herebydeleted.

Section 6. The provisions of Section 3O4-T of the MORNBFI on securities
custodianship and securities registry operations of Trust Corporations are
hereby amended to read, as follows:

3O4.T SECURITIES CUSTODIANSHIP AND SECURITIES REGISTRY
OPERATIONS

The provisions under Sec. 631-Q, shall apply to trust corporations (TC)

applying for authority to conduct securities custodianship and securities
registry operations.

Section 7. The sections of the MORB/MOFINBFI, detailed in Annex A of
this Circular, are hereby amended to delete the term "third party" in respect to
the securities custod ian operations.

Section 8. Appendix 67Q-38 of the MORB/MORNBFI is hereby amended
to add 'National' or 'N" to the registry of scripless securities or RoSS,

respectively.

,J
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Section 9. Eftctivity. This Circular shall take effect fifteen (I5) calendar
days following its publication either in the OfficialGazette or in a newspaper of
general circulation.

08 :unezozt

FOR THE MONETARY BOARD:

/rt(-- ('a 
\

BEN]AMIN E. DIOKNO
Governor

Page 12 oflS



Annex A of the Circular

Sections in the MORB/|I'IORBNH that shall be revised to delete the term third
party that make refierence to third parl'ltcustodianship.

sEciloN TOPrc EXISTING PRC'YIS,ION AMENDED PRO\flSIOhI

Section l2l Minimum Required
Capital

For the grant of the
following special
banking authorities:
a. xxx

xxx
g. Acting as third parly

For the grant ofthe
bllowing special
banking authorities:
a. xxx

x)o(
g. Acting as

Section 289 Flediscounting
Window

Rediscounting Window
Available to Rural and
Cooperative Banks m(
xxx
d. xxx
f. Notarized custodian

agreement xxx CooP
Bank, the third ParW
custodian and the
Banqko Sentral

Rediscounting Wndow
Available to Rural and
Cooperative Banks ux
xxx
d. xxx
f. Notarized custodian

agreement xxx or
Coop Bank. the
custodian and the
Banqko Sentral

Sections 414
and 414-Q

Unit Investment
Trust Funds

Unit InvestmentTrust
Fund administration
support.
a. xxx
b. Custody of securities.

xxx accredited third
parly custodians xxx.

lnvestments xxx to act as
third-party custodian.

Unit lnvestment Trust
Fund administration
support.
a. xxx
b. Custody of securities.

xxx accredited
custodians xxx.

lnvestments xxx to act as
custodian.

eppenaEEs -
59 and Q 45

RISK-BASED
CAPITALADEQUACY
FRAMEWORK FOR
THE PHILIPPINE
BANKING SYSTEM
Part V. Credit risk
weighted assets

Collateralized
transactions
30. xxx Bangko Sentral -

authorized third Party
custodians.

Collateralized
transactions
30. xxx Bangko Sentral -

authorized custodians.

Appendices
67 and Q-38
{Annex A}

Memorandum of
Agreement

Section l. Obligations of
Bureau of the Treasury)
BTT

5. xxx designated third-
party custodian, xxx;

xxx
7. xxx

(a) declined xxx name
or a third-paftY

custodian xxx

Section l. Obligations of
Bureau of the Treasury
{BTr)

5. xxx designated
custodian, xxx;

xxx
7. xlo<

(a) declined xxx name
or a custodian xxx
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