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Evidently from the foregoing, petitioner seeks a reversal and
setting aside of Resolutions dated April 6, 2015 and June 24, 20152
of the Second Division by dismissing the set of Informations in
Criminal Case Nos. 0-357, O-359, O-361, 0-363, O-364 and O-367
charging herein petitioner with violation of Section 254 of the NIRC of
1997.

During the hearing held on May 12, 2016 in CTA Crim. Case
Nos. O-356 to O-367 before the Second Division of this Court,
defense counsel for accused in said cases (petitioner in this case)
filed a Motion to Dismiss the said cases due to the untimely death of
accused Renato C. Corona in said cases.

Finding merit in accused’s Motion to Dismiss, and there being
no objection from the State Prosecutors and Special Prosecutor, the
motion was granted by the Second Division of this Court in a
Resolution dated May 16, 2016. Correspondingly CTA Crim. Case
Nos. O-356 to O-367 were dismissed. The said Resolution reads as
follows:

‘When these cases were called for the continuation
of the cross-examination of prosecution’s fifth witness in
CTA Crim. Case Nos. 0-356, O-358, 0O-360, O-362, O-
365 & O-366 and for the hearing of accused’'s Motion to
Dismiss CTA Crim. Case Nos. 0-356 to O-367, filed on
May 12, 2016, due to the untimely death of accused
Renato C. Corona, defense counsels, Attys. Carlos
Paulo M. Villaruz, Magilyn T. Loja & Reody Anthony M.
Balisi, State Prosecutors Mark Roland S. Estepa and
Jayvee Laurence B. Bandong, and Special Prosecutor
Marlon M. Mendoza (of the BIR) appeared.

The Prosecutors manifested that they will no longer
file any comment to the Motion to Dismiss. On inquiry,
they likewise informed the Court that they have no
objection to the said motion.

Finding merit in accused’'s Motion to Dismiss, and
there being no objection from the State Prosecutors and
Special Prosecutor, the motion is GRANTED. CTA Crim.
Case Nos. 0-356 to O-367 are hereby DISMISSED. ,"B
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Let a copy of this Resolution be furnished the CTA
En Banc, for its consideration.

SO ORDERED.>

With this supervening event, the relief prayed for in the instant
case has become moot and academic as CTA Crim. Case Nos.
0-356 to O-367 have already been dismissed due to the untimely
demise of the accused in said cases.

WHEREFORE, in light of the foregoing considerations, the
instant Petition for Review is hereby DISMISSED for being MOOT
and ACADEMIC.

SO ORDERED. o~ .
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