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of concession granted by the Spanish Gov rnment 
in 189 • -

ounsel for the applicant contends , however , 
that the t r ' public utility • as used in the 
constitution has a special and restrict d eaning, 
that is, that it should be construed in the ight 
of section 16 of the Public ervic w which 
limits th ter to those enga ed in or o erating 
·it in the hili pines, thus impliedly excluding 
those n a ed in busin ss xclusively interstat • 

Concu ring in he vie thus stated, th 
und rsigned is of the opinion that public utilitie 
en aged xclusiv ly in int national co erce are 
beyond the purview of tne co1stitutional provision 
in que tion. To hold othe is would be to as­
cribe to tre Constitution 1 Convention tlle in­
tention of isolating the Philip in s from the rest 
of tne civilized wor d s would - under the cir­
cu stance then and stlll revailing - in vitahly 
follow if all foreign public utilities nbaged 
in int rnational transpo tation an communication 
w re to b bann d from est blishin ter inals and 
o ficas in this juri aiction. Th disastrous 
con equ nc s of such a policy are too obvious as 
to need furth r e aboration. 

XX 

Petitioner al o contends that in p ssing Hous Bill 

1099 wnich became epublic ct 1~o. 808, 'ongr s ade 

th legislative deter ination that 'petitioner is not a 

ubl e utility doi , usiness in the Philippin s" b c us 

the bill is pr s nted to enab e petitioner to continu 

operating its expired concession. ( xp anatory ote to 

tne 111). he said xplanatory note found su port in th 

opinion of t e t en ecreta y of Justic icardo epo ceno, 

dated arc. 14, 1950, rho said t t1 I find not . .:.n legally 

or constitutiona ly objectio e in t e bill . " eti-

tioner argued, therefore , t t th 1 islat1ve determi­

nation on the constitutionality of the franchise in uestion 

:•' 54 
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