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petitioner. She narrated that: (i) on July 15, 2019, counsel for petitioner
failed to appear, resulting in the resetting of mediation to July 23, 2019;
(i) on July 23, 2019, both parties appeared but [the proceedings] was
again reset to August 9, 2019 due to respondent’s counsel's inquiries
about the settlement offer; (iii) on August 9, 2019, petitioner's counsel
did not attend but informed her, thru a phone call, that he already filed a
Withdrawal of Appearance; and, (iv) up to the date [of her report], there
is still no counsel assigned by petitioner.

Section Xl of the Intenm Guidelines for Implementing Mediation in
the Court of Tax Appeals provides that in case of failure of the parties to
appear during mediation proceedings, the same effect and sanctions
may be had as if the parties failed to appear during pre-trial.

Corollary thereto, Section 1, Rule 11 of the Revised Rules of the
Court of Tax Appeals, in relation to Section 5, Rule 18 of the Rules of
Court in esse provides that the failure of plaintiff, or the petitioner
herein, to appear shall be cause for dismissal of the action.

In the present case, petitioner or his authorized representatives’
failure to appear on July 15, 2019 have the same effect as not
appearing during the pre-trial conference. Hence, the Court is
constrained to dismiss this case.

WHEREFORE, premises considered, the Petition for Review filed
by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue on April 3, 2019 is hereby
DISMISSED.

SO ORDERED.

ROMAN G. DEL\ROSARIO
Presiding Justice
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