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PRCISION

T™uis 18 a petition for review of the deelsion
of the Commissioner of Custome dated Geptember 7,
1970 whieh reised froo $3,000 to ¥7,000 the ad-
ainistrative fine of the vessel ¥3 “freubedour'
for violation of Seetion (00§ of the Teriff snd
Customs Code in reletieon to Jection 2521 of the
same Code.

Potitioner iz the local agent of the M8
“Tropbadour’, whieh arrived at Yarils on Leeember
20, 964, The vossel declared in her lnward Cargo
Manifest the following cargos

-mpﬁnnu,m' ey

b)) Twe (2) steel=strapped woeden
Qateg -

fiowever,. smong the cargc diseharged from
g0if vesgsel on Degember 20, 196k were Cive (5)
packages odfucationa. textbooks itemized as follows:
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(a Three (3) corrugated steel-
strapped cartons; and

b Two (2) steelestrappe: wooden
gases .

Tach package ' case consiited of educa ione text-
books -

On Jamuery 16, 1965, petitiener filed with
“he Bureau of Custome an amendment to he Inward
Foreign VManifest upon request by the sons gnee of
the shipment. In the reguested amenduent the
2 eorrugated steel-strapped cartons became 3
warrugated steel-strapned car oo but' the 2 steel
strapred wooden cases 8tlll remained r: 2 steel-
strapped wooden cases, FPetitioner informed the
Sureau of Customs In writing that the dAiscrepancy
was a result of the loosening un of one of the
packages a® ts breaking vp Into two paglages.
and that the customs exami rer would nct euthorize
the pelease of ‘he textbooks vithou' the afopes
said auendment .

An edministrative cese for violation of Zeo-
tion 1005 in relation to section 252 of the Teriff
and Customs Code was filed sgsine’ the 58 “Troubador"
and after due hearing. the “ollestor of Customs
rendered & decision dated July 21, 970, imposing
a fine of #5,000,00 on ssld wesse', which decision,
en appeal to the Commissionre. of Customs, was
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modified on September 7, (970, inereasing the
fine to #7,070.7G, Teneoe, the instant petition
for review.

The parties ubmitted this case on the bseis
of = et pulation of faeis, and the pleadings ani
records thereof, waiving their right to fils
megworanda -

The sole 1ssue to be resolved is whethe
or not the sdministrative fine of 77,000,050 imposed
on the vessel 10 in secordance with law.,

PFetitioner urges that the emendment of the
Yanifest was filed becsuse one of the puclages
loosened and broke up into two cartons and the
customs examines; would not suthorize thei’ relegse
without an amendsent of the manifest as stated in
the Gtipulations of Yaots submitted during the
hearing before the Uollector of Customs. A perusal
‘of sald stipulations readily shows the the truth .
of the alleged bresking up of one package into
two is not stipulsted, What was stipulated was
that a letter of petitioner to the Bureau of Cus-
tome explained that one o the psckages broke up.
Sinee no evidence was presepted by petitioner to
snbostantiate the statepents io sald letter, the
Coallestor of Customs correctly gave them no value,
Indeed the lette: was & self-serving hearsay |















