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Petitioners seek the reversal of this Court’s Decision’ dated April 10,
2026 (assailed Decision), which denied their Petition for Review (Re:
Decision dated 18 April 2024 and Resolution dated 05 November 2024 of the
Special First Division, Court of Tax Appeals), and reads as follows:

ACCORDINGLY, in light of the foregoing, the Petition for
Review is DENIED for lack of merit. The assailed Decision and Resolution
dated April 18, 2024 and November 5, 2024 respectively, both rendered by
the Special First Division in CTA AC Case No. 277, are AFFIRMED.

SO ORDERED.

In their Motion for Reconsideration, petitioners claim that the Billing
Statements issued to respondents for taxable year (TY) 2021 were valid
Notices of Assessment under the Local Government Code (LGC). They also
maintain that the judicial claim for refund filed by respondents was premature
since the 60-day prescriptive period of the City Treasurer to decide the protest
had not yet lapsed. Petitioner, thus, argue that the said judicial claim is
dismissible.

Respondents, on the other hand, contend that petitioners’ Motion for
Reconsideration is a mere reiteration of arguments that have already been
judicially considered and rejected by the Court. They also argue that the
Billing Statements issued in January 2021 were not valid Notices of
Assessment under Section 195 of the LGC. Lastly, respondents maintain that
their judicial claim for refund was timely filed pursuant to Section 196 of the
LGC.

Petitioners’ Motion for Reconsideration is bereft of merit.

A reading of petitioners’® Motion for Reconsideration shows that the
arguments therein are substantially identical to those raised in their Petition
for Review filed before the Court £n Banc, and in their Motion for Partial
Consideration filed before the Court in Division. Petitioners reiterate the
very same legal contentions and factual issues that have already been
considered by the Court E»n Banc in the assailed Decision and by the Court in
Division,

As aptly discussed in the assailed Decision, the Court in Division
correctly ruled that the Billing Statements issued to respondents do not
constitute valid assessments within the contemplation of Section 195 of the

LGC.
Y

2 Ro!io}pp. 116 to 129.
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While neither the law nor the implementing regulations require an
assessment to follow a particular form, an assessment must nonetheless
identify the nature of the tax, fee or charge, the amount of deficiency,
surcharges and penalties® being assessed.

Here, the billing statements were nothing more than a tabulation of
taxes and fees. They did not purport to determine, much less definitively
establish, respondents’ liability. This conclusion is reinforced by the fact that
the billing statements were issued merely in connection with the renewal of
respondents’ business permit, and not as a formal and final assessment of tax
liability.

As found by the Court in Division and affirmed herein, respondents
correctly invoked Section 196 of the LGC as the basis for their claim for
refund.

Corollary to the foregoing, respondents likewise complied with the
prescriptive period under Section 196 of the LGC with respect to their judicial
claims for TY 2021, whereas their claims for TY 2020 were filed beyond the
prescribed period. The Court in Division, thus, correctly held that the
Regional Trial Court, Branch 271 - Taguig City had no jurisdiction to hear
respondents’ claim for refund of local business taxes for TY 2020.

All told, absent any showing of reversible error, misappreciation of
evidence, or misapplication of law, the Court finds no basis to overturn the
assailed Decision.

ACCORDINGLY, in light of the foregoing, the Motion for
Reconsideration (of the Decision dated 10 April 2026) is DENIED for lack
of merit.

SO ORDERED.

CO N G. FERRE
Associate Justice

Luz R Yamane, in her capacity as the City Treasurer of Makati City vs. BA Lepanto Condominium

Corporation, G.R. No. 154993, October 25, 2005,
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WE CONCUR:

ﬁ“.m}\__.

MA. BELEN M. RINGPIS-LIBAN
Presiding Justice
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JEAN MARIBA. BACORRO-VILLENA
clate Justice

Ao, Q’-‘y I, v
MARIAN IVY F. REYES-FAJARDO
Associate Justice
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Associate Justice

HENRY %‘I GELES

Associate Justice
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